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Arlee Warriors 

The Arlee Warriors are the basketball team of Arlee High School on the Flathead Indian 
Reservation in Western Montana. The Warriors play a variety of opponents, from other 
reservation schools to mostly-white private schools. The team, and the young players that 
constitute it, are at the center of Brothers on Three. 

Manhattan-Christian Eagles

The basketball team of a private school located near Bozeman, Montana. The Eagles played 
the Arlee Warriors in three consecutive Class C championships from 2017 to 2019.

The Flathead Indian Reservation

Designated in 1855, The Flathead Indian Reservation is home to the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes. The Arlee Warriors call this vast expanse of land surrounding the 
Flathead River and the southern part of Flathead Lake home.

Bitterroot Valley

The ancestral home of the Bitterroot Salish tribe, Montana’s Bitterroot Valley is a river 
valley between the Bitterroot and Sapphire mountains that plays host to a variety of towns. 
The beauty of this place and its brutal history of dispossession are integral to Brothers on 
Three.

The Warrior Movement

The Warrior Movement, spearheaded by Arlee Warriors coach Zanen Pitts, sought to 
combat the disproportionate number of suicides in Arlee and surrounding areas. Members 
of the Arlee Warriors often appeared in suicide-prevention videos and travelled to speak 
about their experiences with mental health struggles. 

BROTHERS ON THREE
Glossary of Terms

TITLE:  Brothers on Three: A True 
Story of Family, Resistance, and 
Hope on a Reservation in Montana
AUTHOR:  Abe Streep
PUBLISHER:  Celadon Books
ISBN: 9781250210685
ON SALE DATE:  9/7/21
FORMATS:  Hardcover, 
Ebook, Audio

“A HEART-STOMPING, 
HEART-STOPPING 
READ.”

~ DEBRA MAGPIE 
EARLING
Author of Perma Red
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Class C State Championship

Montana’s smallest schools – including Arlee High School and Manhattan-Christian – 
made up the Class C division. While competing schools are small, the competition is fierce, 
and the championship can feel like the center of the universe for competitors and fans alike. 

Arlee Warriors Team Roster

- Zanen Pitts (Head Coach)
- Francis “Franny” Brown LoneBear (Assistant Coach)
- Andrew HeavyRunner (Assistant Coach)
- Will Mesteth, Jr. 
- Phillip Malatare 
- Lane “LJ” Johnson
- Ivory Brien
- Greg Whitesell
- Tyler Tanner
- Alex Moran
- Billy Fisher
- Isaac Fisher
- Darshan Bolen
- Chase Gardner
- Lane Schall
- Nathaniel Coulson
- Ardon McDonald
- Sage Nicolai
- Shadenn Stone
- David “Tapit” Haynes
- Trey Malatare
- Cody Tanner
- Troylin and Trey Tewawina (Team Managers)


